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Traditionally GIS education has been focused on training professional experts. The advent of neogeography has turned this model on its 
head, however. It calls for a new emphasis on the synthesis of reliable geographic information from disparate sources, including 
volunteered geographic information; the humanization of the GIS user interface; and a new emphasis on place rather than space. A new 
model is needed, as the general public becomes more and more engaged in both the consumption and production of geographic 
information. Many traditional forms of mapping are being challenged, and new forms of mapping and the sharing of geographic 
information are appearing with increasing frequency.

Michael F. Goodchild is Emeritus Professor of Geography at the University of California, Santa Barbara, where he also holds the title of 
Research Professor. He also holds an a�liate appointment in the Department of Geography at the University of Washington. Until his 
retirement in June 2012 he was Jack and Laura Dangermond Professor of Geography, and Director of UCSB’s Center for Spatial Studies. He 
received his BA degree from Cambridge University in Physics in 1965 and his PhD in geography from McMaster University in 1969, and has 
received �ve honorary doctorates. He was elected member of the National Academy of Sciences and Foreign Member of the Royal Society 
of Canada in 2002, member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in 2006, and Foreign Member of the Royal Society and 
Corresponding Fellow of the British Academy in 2010; and in 2007 he received the Prix Vautrin Lud. He was editor of Geographical Analysis 
between 1987 and 1990 and editor of the Methods, Models, and Geographic Information Sciences section of the Annals of the Association 
of American Geographers from 2000 to 2006. He serves on the editorial boards of ten other journals and book series, and has published 
over 15 books and 500 articles. He was Chair of the National Research Council’s Mapping Science Committee from 1997 to 1999, and of 
the Advisory Committee on Social, Behavioral, and Economic Sciences of the National Science Foundation from 2008 to 2010. His research 
interests center on geographic information science, spatial analysis, and uncertainty in geographic data. 
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